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What is claimed is: 



1 . A printer system for producing variable sized printed 
receiver ^ledia comprising: 

a receiver media handling system for an inkjet printer having an 

internal rece^pr media supply roll; 

Diinthead carriage for printing images within an image area on 

said receiver mecfta from the supply roll; and 

a pokt-print treatment station adapted to receive said variable sized 

printed receiver mec 

2. T^s printer system according to Claim 1 wherein said 
receiver media handing system further comprises: 

a rotary drum paving a tube-shaped outer surface with a plurality 
of cutter notches predisposed anoredetermined locations; 

a receiver media feeder for drawing receiver media from said 
supply roll and along said outer surface; 

a lead edge clamp incomprated onto said rotary drum for retaining 
an edge of receiver media from said supp^ roll at a location about said rotary 
drum; 

a retractable cutting blade for ^tting receiver media at any one of 
said cutter notches; and 

motorized means for causing said rStary drum to first rotate 
receiver media from said supply roll to a printing position and retract said receiver 
media to a cutting position following printing. 

3. The printer system according to Claii?^ wherein said 
rotary drum is adapted to run counter-clockwise causing the cin^eceiver media to 
unload onto said post-print treatment station. 



O 
hi 



ass. 

U3 



- 13- 

The printer system according to Claim 2 further comprising 
at least one in-feed driv^^p^er configured to engage onto said tube-shaped outer 
surface and push said receiver me&a^rom said receiver media supply roll to said 
lead edge clamp. 




5. The printer system according to Clair 
feed drive roller is configured to retract for printing. 



herein said in- 



6. The printer system according to Claim 2 further comprising 
a means for retaining said receiver media from the supply roll in a printing 
position by tensioning said receiver media from the supply roll between said lead 
edge clamp and said receiver media supply roll. 
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7. The printer system according to Claim 2 further comprising 
a means for causing said rotary drum to return to a receiver media feed position to 
begin a new cycle. 



8. The printer system according to Claim 2 wherein the 
amounts of^ceiver media from said supply roll on said outer surface of said 
rotary drum isN^mstant for all requested print formats. 

9. X The printer system according to Claim 2 further comprising 
a means for determininkthe location to cut said receiver media utilizing the image 
area for the current print jc 

10. The printe^ystem according to Claim 2 further comprising 
a stripper/in-feed guide configured tfe^ause said cut receiver media to exit onto a 
post-print treatment station, such as a pater tray, a dryer section, or a laminator. 



1 1 . The printer system accoramg to Claim 2 further comprising 
an outer guide shoe adapted to guide said receiver tnb^ia from the supply roll 
toward said lead edge clamp. 
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12. The printer system according to Claim 1 wherein said 
printhea^carriage is page-width. 

13. The printer system according to Claim 2 wherein said 
printhead carriage is configured to translate across said rotary drum. 

14. >For an inkjet printer system having an internal receiver 
media supply roll and a printhead for printing images on receiver media from the 
supply roll, a receiver medm handling system for producing variable sized printed 
receiver media comprising: 

a drum having a^ube-shaped outer surface with a plurality of cutter 
notches predisposed at predetermined locations; 

a receiver media feeder for drawing receiver media from said 
supply roll and along said outer surfaceN 

a clamp for retaining an ed^kof receiver media from said supply 
roll at a location about said drum; 

a cutting blade for cutting receiverl^dia at any one of said cutter 

notches; and 

motorized means for causing said drum to ffe^t rotate receiver 
media from said supply roll to a printing position and retract sara^eceiver media 
to a cutting position following printing. 



15. The receivprlnedia handling system according to Claim 14 



wherein said drum is a rotaptfarum. 



T6 . ■ ■E hfiLreceiver m edia handling system according to Claim 1 5 
further comprising means for causing saidTtftay ^fcum to ro tate counter-clockwise 
so as to position the cut receiver media to exit. '^^^^ 
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17. The receiver media handling system according to Claim 1 5 
further comprising a means for causing said rotary drum to return to a receiver 
media feed position upon unloading the cut receiver media through a designateia 
exit. / 

1 8. The receiver media handling system according to Claim 1 5 
wherein said clamp is a lead edge clamp incorporated onto said neftary drum. 

1 9. The receiver media handling system/according to Claim 1 8 
further comprising means for retaining said receiver meifia from the supply roll in 
a printing position by tensioning said receiver media^rom the supply roll between 
said lead edge clamp and said receiver media supply roll. 

20. The receiver media handling system according to Claim 1 8 
further comprising an outer guide shoe adapted to guide said receiver media from 
the supply roll to said lead edge clamp/ 

2 1 . The receiver media handling system according to Claim 1 7 
further comprising at least onean-feed drive roller configured to engage onto said 
tube-shaped outer surface and push said receiver media from said receiver media 
supply roll to said lead edge clamp. 

22. / The receiver media handling system according to Claim 2 1 
wherein said in-feed drive roller is configured to retract for printing. 

/ 23. The receiver media handling system according to Claim 14 
whereirysaid cutting blade is a retractable cutting blade. 

/ 24. The receiver media handling system according to Claim 14 

wlwein said cutting blade is a rotary cutter wheel. 
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^S. The receiv^media 
wherein said rotating cutter wj^el is confi 



handling system according to Claim 24 
figured to retract from said drum. 



26. The receiver media handling system according to Claim 14 
further compn&ng a stripper/in-feed guide configured to cause said cut receiver 
media to exit onto^j^pst-print treatment station, such as a paper tray, a dryer 
section, or a laminator. 



27. For an inlgst printer including a rotary drum having a tube- 
shaped outer surface with a plurality o^cutter notches predisposed at 
predetermined locations, an internal receivfe^nedia supply roll, and means for 
printing images on said receiver media from th^upply roll, a method of 
accommodating flexible media format needs compnkmg the steps of: 

drawing said receiver media from said sufo^ly roll and along said 

outer surface; 

retaining an edge of said receiver media from saicft^pply roll at a 
location about said rotary drum; 

cutting said receiver media at any one of said cutter notchS^and 
causing the cut receiver media to exit a receiver media path. 
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28. The method according to Claim 27 wherein said drawing 
step further comprises the step of causing a retractable in-feed drive roller to come 
in contact with said outer surface. 



29. The method according to Claim 28 wherein said step of 
causing a retractable in-feed drive roller to come in contact with said outer surface 
further includes the step of driving said receiver media around said rotary drum 
and out to a lead edge clamp. 



30. The method according to Claim 29 wherein said driving step 
further includes the step of guiding said receiver media around the circumference 
of said rotary drum. 
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32. The method according to Claim 27 wherein said retaining 
step is followed by the step of tensioning said receiver media around said rotary 
drum through said receiver media supply roll. 



The method according to Claim 34 wherein said translating 
step further includefc<the step of causing said printhead carriage to print from said 
edge of said receiver media from the supply roll up to the six o'clock position. 

36. The methochsccording to Claim 34 wherein said translating 
step further includes the step of causing^^djtorirfthead carriage to print from said 
edge of said receiver media from the supnM^H.up to the three o'clock position. 

37. The method according to ClaimSi^ wherein said translating 
step further includes the step of causing said printhead carriage to print from said 
edge of said receiver media from the supply roll up to the twelve^s^clock position. 




38. The method according to Claim 27 wherein said cutting 
step is preceded by the step of deactivating said rotary drum. 



deactivating step is followed by the st 
cutting position. 
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40. The method according to Claim 39 wherein said rotating 
step is followed by the step of causing a retractable cutter blade to come in contact 
with said receiver media on said rotary drum by running against said cutter 
notches on said oufcgr surface. 

4 1 . Tfifemethod according to Claim 27 wherein said cutting 
step is followed by the step of rotating said rotary drum counter-clockwise. 

42. The method\ccording to Claim 41 wherein said step of 
rotating said rotary drum counter-clocWise further includes the step of pushing 
the cut receiver media out of its original p^h and onto the path of a stripper/in- 
feed guide. 

43. The method according to Cla3fcfo27 wherein said step of 
causing said cut receiver media to exit a receiver media p^th is followed by the 
step of causing said rotary drum to return to a paper feed pos^tjpn for the next 
cycle. 



